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History and Background
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BACKGROUND

Å The Brooklyn Bridge promenade 

is the number one tourist 

attraction in Brooklyn and in the 

top 5 for NYC

Å From 2008 to 2015 pedestrian 

volumes increased 275% on 

weekends and cyclists increased 

104%

Å NYCDOT has received multiple 

requests to mitigate conflicts

Times Square in the Sky
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The Brooklyn Bridge has undergone many changes 

since opening in May 1883

Å May 24th, 1883 - Opened for horse-drawn and rail traffic 

with elevated promenade for pedestrians and cyclists

Å 1898 - Roadway configured to allow trolley and carriages

Å 1944 - Manhattan and Brooklyn terminals torn down, 

elevated trains removed

Å 1945-1955 ïRamp from Brooklyn Queens Expressway to 

Brooklyn Bridge opened

Å 1950 - Bridge closed for construction. Trolley tracks 

removed and traffic restricted to passenger cars. There are 

currently six lanes of vehicular traffic

Å 1980s - Ramp to Adams/Tillary St added. Stairs at towers 

removed

Å 2017 ïCapital reconstruction of Brooklyn bike/pedestrian 

entrance and on-street bicycle connections at Manhattan 

entrance completed easing access to promenade

5

HISTORY
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PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE ENHANCEMENT 

STUDY GOALS

1. Greatly reduce conflicts between and 
enhance the safety of cyclists, 
pedestrians, and vendors on the 
promenade

2. Relieve overcrowding of existing 
promenade

3. Enhance the visitor experience of the 
iconic and historic Brooklyn Bridge 
promenade

4. Determine the structural feasibility of 
expanding the promenade deck
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METHODOLOGY

Å NYC DOT identified 8 different 

typologies and analyzed 

geometric constraints, conflict 

points, overcrowding, and vendor 

activity 

Å Vehicular roadway traffic and 

pedestrian/bicycle promenade 

traffic flows were modeled to test 

alternative actions

Å A consultant was hired to 

determine structural feasibility of 

proposals 

Promenade typologies color coded with corresponding widths

Pedestrian and bicycle traffic flow model 
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2
Results of Consultant Study
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STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS FOR 

POSSIBLE PROMENADE EXPANSION
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Å In 2016 AECOM was hired to 

conduct a study of the structural 

feasibility of expanding the 

promenade deck between the towers

Å Analysis showed that while the 

expanded promenade itself would 

add additional weight, the greatest 

increase would come from added 

pedestrian volume and live loads 

related to their presence

Å Results of the study recommend 

the inspection of cables before 

considering deck expansion. This 

inspection will take roughly two years 

and is part of regular bridge upkeep

Conceptual Rendering


